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RENOWNED PHILOSOPHER TO LECTURE ON PARTISANSHIP 
MISSOULA-
A philosopher, writer and educator who has made a career of studying complex, 
controversial issues will present the annual Lucile E. Speer Memorial Lecture at The 
University of Montana.
Sissela Bok, distinguished fellow at The Harvard Center for Population and 
Development Studies, will discuss “The Pathology of Partisanship” on Tuesday, April 11. The 
free public lecture begins at 5 p.m. in the University Theatre.
Bok also will present a faculty seminar on “Lying and Truthfulness in Public Life” 
from 2:10 to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday in Gallagher Building Room 106.
In her work, Bok seeks practical solutions to ethical problems such as euthanasia, 
abortion, race relations and the human penchant for dishonesty and violence. She has authored 
nine books, including “Mayhem: Violence as Public Entertainment,” “A Strategy for Peace: 
Human Values and the Threat of War” and “Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life.” 
She has contributed to and co-edited several other books, and her writings have appeared in 
many journals and magazines.
After teaching at the college level since 1972, Bok became professor of philosophy at 
Brandeis University in 1989. She has been a distinguished fellow at Harvard since 1993.
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Her memberships include the Bulletin of the World Health Organization editorial 
board, the American Philosophical Association Committee for International Cooperation and 
The Institute for Global Ethics advisory council. She also is a fellow with the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science and a past chair of the Pulitzer Prize Board.
Bok was born in Sweden to Gunnar and Alva Myrdal, the only husband and wife to win 
the Nobel Prize in separate disciplines -  Gunnar for economics in 1974 and Alva for peace in 
1982. After beginning her studies at the Sorbonne in Paris, Bok came to the United States 
with her husband, Derek, who was president of Harvard University from 1971-91. She earned 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in clinical psychology from George Washington University, 
followed by a doctorate in philosophy from Harvard.
The Speer lecture, held each academic year in conjunction with the President’s Lecture 
Series, is presented in memory of the former UM documents librarian who retired in 1968 
after 40 years at the University. Speer was a delegate to the 1972 Montana Constitutional 
Convention, and was awarded an honorary doctorate of humane letters from UM in 1977. She 
died in 1987.
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